
	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Baptist Hall
 on Monday, 11th November, 2019 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	Richard Lester (Vice-Chair in the Chair)
Angela Chapman, Andrew Guttridge, Ashley Hubbard, Sarah Leigh-Hunt and Virginia Tuck 


	Also Present:                          
	 David Blackburn (Clerk) 
 County Councillor Robert Lindsay
 One local parishioner        


	






	
C80/19/20     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Hutchings and Powell.


	
C81/19/20     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard and Lester
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillor Chapman
 

	
C82/17/18	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.

	
C83/19/20     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meetings of 9th September 2019, and the Planning & General Purposes meeting of 9th October, 2019 be signed by the Vice-Chair as a correct record.


	
C84/19/20
	[bookmark: _GoBack]
PUBLIC SESSION   

The Parish Council observed two minutes’ silence for Remembrance.

A local parishioner referred to information that had been circulated locally about a planning application in Monks Eleigh (DC/19/04923 refers). It was noted that the Parish Council was not a statutory planning consultee for the application as it was in a neighbouring parish. However, local parishioners could comment individually to Babergh District Council on the application for Land North Of Second Pits Highlands Road Monks Eleigh Suffolk - Change of use of land as a single pitch gypsy and traveller site for the siting of up to 1no. mobile home, 2no. touring caravans and erection of 1no. day room. The consensus was that the Parish Council would make representations if specifically, requested to do so by Monks Eleigh Parish Council.

	
C85/19/20
	
MILL LANE FOOTPATH

Councillor Guttridge referred to the Mill Lane Footpath Project which had been led by Keep Bildeston Beautiful and has been very successful. In undertaking the process, it had been identified that part of the footpath required stabilising and a quote had been obtained for the installation of iron stakes and sleepers, graded path hoggin and compaction.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk be authorised to raise an order for the works to be undertaken to stabilise a section of the Mill Lane footpath.


	
C86/19/20

	
COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Lindsay reported upon the following matters:

· Changes in the composition of the Cabinet at Suffolk County Council which had seen Councillor Andrew Read appointed as Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport.
· The Boundary Commission for England would be conducting a review of electoral arrangements for Suffolk. The review was expected to be completed in July 2020.
· A proposed name change for Babergh District Council to South Suffolk District Council had been abandoned for the moment.
· Free Swimming at Hadleigh, Sudbury & Stowmarket had been offered during the October half term and this was planned again during the Christmas holidays from 20th December, 2019 to 5th January, 2020.


	
C87/19/20

	
LOCAL BUS SERVICES

 Councillor Tuck reported on liaison that had been taking places with parishes locally over their responses to the proposed reduction in funding by Suffolk County Council which could result in the withdrawal of some local bus services principally, the 112 service to Sudbury and 461 service to Stowmarket.

 There was a lengthy discussion about the matter and it was felt that:

a. Councillor Tuck should continue to act on behalf of the Parish Council in liaising with other Parish Councils; and
b. That the Clerk should write to Suffolk County Council (Cabinet Members for Highways and Transport):
(i) requesting that the proposals to reduce funding to be reconsidered; 
(ii) explaining the implications for rural communities such as Bildeston; and 
(iii) asking if there is anything that the Parish Council can do to support Suffolk County Council in lobbying government for fairer arrangements with regard to the funding of concessionary fares.

 It was AGREED: That the above be actioned accordingly.

 Councillor Tuck also referred to the noticeboard in the village for bus timetables which, it was understood, that the Parish Council was not able to access. Councillor Guttridge would seek to obtain a key. Councillor Lindsay suggested that the Parish Council might be able to obtain up to date timetables as he understood that the production of paper copies had been withdrawn by the County Council as part of the funding cuts.


	
C88/19/20     


	
PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING

Further to two recent Forward Planning and Priority Setting meetings held by the Parish Council, Councillor Leigh-Hunt had circulated an Updated Work Plan and a Project Concept Note for defining the scope, resources, budget and timeline for each project.

Specific reference was made to the following pieces of work:

a. Production of a new Website: Councillors Lester and Leigh-Hunt would support the Community Development Worker in designing the proposed new village website.
b. High Street Improvements/Village Sign: Councillor Hubbard had made enquiries into the provision of a new Village Sign. Councillor Hubbard and the Clerk would prepare a Project Concept Note for the January meeting.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Work Plan be received and endorsed; and
b. That progress against the Work Plan be reported at regular intervals to meetings of the Parish Council.


	
C89/19/20     

	
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Vice-Chair, Councillor Lester referred to Remembrance Sunday in the village which had been well-attended and well-organised. It was understood that £257 had been collected for the Royal British Legion. Excellent refreshments had been provided at the Baptist Church Hall.

It was AGREED: That the organisers and volunteers who had participated in Remembrance Sunday be thanked for their efforts.

The action plan for Christmas Carols in the Market Square was presented by the Clerk and a roles and responsibilities were reviewed.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk prepares an article for The Bugle in the Market Square be held on Sunday, 8th December, 2019 at 4.00pm.


	
C90/19/20     


	
VILLAGE AMENITIES

There was a discussion about overgrowth in the water course near Brooks Cottage.

Councillor Chapman reported upon the “Our Water” Project from which the Parish Council could gain access to digitised maps of water courses in the village along with details of the landowners next to them.

It was AGREED: That a Task & Finish Group comprising Councillors Chapman, Hubbard, Leigh-Hunt and Tuck be set up to progress the water mapping project.


	
C91/19/20
	
CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk reported that the following had been issued to persons employed by the Parish Council:

· Contract of Employment
· Employee Handbook
· Capability Policy
· Disciplinary Policy and Procedure
· Equality Policy
· Grievance, Harrassment and Bullying Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Social Media Policy

The Clerk had also taken steps to file the Parish Council’s auto-enrolment return with the Pensions Regulator.

It was AGREED: That the above documents be approved and the actions taken by the Clerk be endorsed.


	
C92/19/20     


	
FINANCIAL REPORT   

It was AGREED: 

a. That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay 
	Salaries & Expenses
	£170.52

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£34.78

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£310.77

	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£48.75

	W J Green Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£102.53

	Frontrow Furniture
	100 New Chairs for Chamberlin Hall
	Community Grants
	£1,822.78

	Bildeston Baptist Church
	Hall Hire
	Hall Hire
	£150.00

	Cooks Blinds & Shutters Ltd
	Maintenance of Sportsfield Pavilion
	Community Grants
	£632.40

	Ashley Hubbard
	Expenses for Lock
	Administrative & Legal
	£10.99



(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund except grants from designated reserves)


	
C93/19/20








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

There were none.

Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference
	DC/19/04200

	Proposal
	Notification of Works to Trees Protected by a Preservation Order and in a
Conservation Area - BT78/T2 (Large Ash) - Fell.

	Location
	6 Chapel Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7EP

	Decision
	Refusal by Planning Authority.



	Reference
	DC/19/04761

	Proposal
	Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - T1 (Norway Maple) - Reduce height by up to 3.5m, spread by up to 2-2.5m and crown thin by 15%. T2 (Mountain Ash) - Reduce height by up to 3m and spread by up to 4m.

	Location
	14 Chapel Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7EP

	Decision
	No objection by Planning Authority.




	
C94/19/20
	
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Tuck reported that a local parishioner had expressed concern about the fact that the rainwater appeared to be coming down the side of the Sportsfield pavilion. Councillor Chapman responded that this was one of many works that the new Committee was seeking to address.

Councillor Hubbard referred to the trial session by a mobile Pizza Van in the market Square which had been sanctioned by the Parish Council. The Clerk responded that there had no request for a further session but enquiries would be made to see if the proprietor wished to offer the service again in the future.

Councillor Leigh-Hunt raised the lack of clarity of the road markings around the Market Square. Councillor Hubbard confirmed that he had reviewed road markings across the village previously and had reported a number of matters to Councillor Lindsay. Contractors had appeared in the village subsequently, to provide new road markings on a piecemeal and seemingly, a random basis. The consensus of the discussion was that members of the local community should be encouraged to use the “Report It” tool on the Suffolk County Council website for highways matters as this was the quickest and most effective way of having matters considered and, potentially, dealt with.


	
C95/19/20

	
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.


	
C96/19/20

	
GROVE CEMETERY

The Parish Council considered communications that has been exchanged between various parties about a headstone at the cemetery. The Clerk was instructed to write to the respective parties suggesting a way forward with the matter.


The meeting closed at 10.05pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………






